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Leveraging MTSS 
to Support Older 
Striving Readers
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Webinar Tips

Close all 
programs 
& browsers to 
maximize 
bandwidth

Exit & re-enter 
the webinar if you 
experience an 
audio or video lag

Use the Q&A Icon 
to ask a question; 
Use Chat for 
technical assistance

The recording, 
slide deck & 
certificate will 
be sent by email
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Marilyn Sprick
Lead-Author of The Third Quest
and Read Well K-2

Consultant and Literacy Expert

Meet Your Presenter
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Leveraging MTSS to Support

Older Striving Readers ... 

• 5th and 6th grade students

• 7th and 8th grade students

• High school students



www.corelearn.com5

In nature, seaweed provides a safe habitat and food for many different 

sea animals. It is an important part of the ocean’s food chain, because 

seaweed is rich in the vitamins and minerals that are necessary for many 

creatures.
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Example 
Acadience

Fall Benchmark Assessment

AMBER  
Grade 6

< 10th Percentile

swimmed province               hunday for 

In                             plant for                                crab

viiita needed           
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Rate the student’s:
Reading Abilities 

1 2 3 4 5

Low High

Social-Emotional Health 

1 2 3 4 5

Low High

Motivation and Behavior 

1 2 3 4 5

Low High
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Many different organisms live in the salty water of the world’s oceans, and one 

of the most useful and nutritious is seaweed. There are thousands of species of 

seaweed that grow in different shapes and colors. Seaweed grows in small bunches 

or in vast underwater forests and attaches itself to objects or to the ocean floor. 

Seaweed absorbs nutrients from water, and, like other plants, it makes its own food. 

Also, like other plants, it needs sunshine to produce its food, so it grows mainly in 

shallow water. A single plant can be very short or as long as three hundred feet. 

In nature, seaweed provides a safe habitat and food for many different sea 

animals. It is an important part of the ocean’s food chain, because seaweed is rich 

in the vitamins and minerals that are necessary for many creatures.

Gold Standard Reader 
Acadience

Fall Benchmark Assessment

Hanna
Grade 6

> 90th Percentile
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Many different organisms live in the salty water of the world’s oceans, and one 

of the most useful and nutritious is seaweed. There are thousands of species of 

seaweed that grow in different shapes and colors. Seaweed grows in small bunches 

or in vast underwater forests and attaches itself to objects or to the ocean floor. 

Seaweed absorbs nutrients from water, and, like other plants, it makes its own food. 

Also, like other plants, it needs sunshine to produce its food, so it grows mainly in 

shallow water. A single plant can be very short or as long as three hundred feet. 

In nature, seaweed provides a safe habitat and food for many different sea 

animals. It is an important part of the ocean’s food chain, because seaweed is rich 

in the vitamins and minerals that are necessary for many creatures.

Example 
Acadience

Fall Benchmark Assessment

ANNA
Grade 6

40th Percentile

achieves

nutritions

tall
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Why Fluency? 

2022 • 33% Proficient

2022 • 37% Below Basic

71
95

108
123 142

160

4th Grade

8th Grade • 2022

30% Below Basic 

39% Basic

31% Proficient and Advanced

2019 • 34%
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Many different organisms live in the salty water of the world’s oceans, and one 

of the most useful and nutritious is seaweed. There are thousands of species of 

seaweed that grow in different shapes and colors. Seaweed grows in small bunches 

or in vast underwater forests and attaches itself to objects or to the ocean floor. 

Seaweed absorbs nutrients from water, and, like other plants, it makes its own food. 

Also, like other plants, it needs sunshine to produce its food, so it grows mainly in 

shallow water. A single plant can be very short or as long as three hundred feet. 

In nature, seaweed provides a safe habitat and food for many different sea 

animals. It is an important part of the ocean’s food chain, because seaweed is rich 

in the vitamins and minerals that are necessary for many creatures.

Example 
Acadience

Fall Benchmark Assessment

ANNA
Grade 6

End of 75 Lessons
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She just lacks confidence.
[We need to build her confidence.]

She doesn’t try hard enough.
[We need to motivate her.]

She isn’t interested in reading.
[We need to find the right book.]

Amber
End of Year

(Repeated Read)
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Amber

Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support

Time
(Systems)

Staff
(Buy In)

Curriculum
(Tools)

Progress 
Monitoring

Tiered 
Schedules of 

Support

Tier 1
Universal 
Screening

Universal Design 
(Sharon Vaughn)

Tier 2
Small Group

Tier 3
Small Group

and 1-1

Talented Well-
Trained Staff

• Active 
Engagement

• Positive 
Behavior 
Supports

• Social-
Emotional 
Health

Systematic and
Explicit 

Instruction

Research-
Based

SOR

• Vocabulary

• Phonemic 
Awareness 
and Phonics

• Fluency

• Content 
Knowledge

• Comprehen-
sion

Internal

• Assess
Mastery of 
Skills Taught

External 
• Generalization 

of Skills
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COLLABORATION

Kyle Gordon • Special Education Teacher

Kristi Oster • Intervention Teacher

Paraprofessionals • One-to-one 

Principal, Ry Robinson

Do intensify instruction in a single skill sequence.     

Time • A Triple Dose
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Do systematically and explicitly reteach foundational reading skills. 

Curriculum • Word Study RETEACHING FOR EFFICIENCY

• Letter-sound associations

• Immediate recognition of known 
sounds in words

• Recognizing common letter 
sequences in multi-syllabic words

• Building automaticity with repetition 
and quickly paced lessons
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• FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
• Third Quest • Parallel Universe

Systematic and Explicit ...
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Do systematically and explicitly teach vocabulary. 

Curriculum • Vocab SOR
• Student-friendly definitions

• Make connections with student 
background knowledge

• Have students use the words 
many times in many contexts
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Do provide fluency practice in decodable text.

Curriculum • Fluency

Accuracy
Expression
Rate
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Do teach research-based comprehension strategies.

Curriculum • Comp
Engage in rich discussions 
with students ...  

Answering questions
• Teachers: Listening, interacting, 
paraphrasing, maintaining a 
focus on key concepts and and 
central ideas

Asking questions
• Watching for text evidence

Summarizing

Visualizing

Predicting
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Insert content 

Curriculum • Content Narrative Fiction

Do teach content knowledge.          

Informational 
Text

SScientific Method, Earth History, Ancient History 
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Amber

Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support

Time
(Systems)

Staff
(Buy In)

Curriculum
(Tools)

Progress 
Monitoring

Tiered 
Schedules of 

Support

Tier 1
Universal 
Screening

Universal Design 
(Sharon Vaughn)

Tier 2
Small Group

Tier 3
Small Group

and 1-1

Talented Well-
Trained Staff

• Active 
Engagement

• Positive 
Behavior 
Supports

• Social-
Emotional 
Health

Systematic and
Explicit 

Instruction

Research-Based
SOR

• Vocabulary

• Phonemic 
Awareness 
and Phonics

• Fluency

• Content 
Knowledge

• Comprehen-
sion

Internal

• Assess
Mastery of 
Skills Taught

External 
• Generalization 

of Skills
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Do monitor the progress of skills taught.      

Celebrations
•  Increased accuracy

•  Goals met on first or second read

•  Average gain on first read = 31 wcpm

Data & Next Steps
• Review nonfiction lessons in Levels 2-3

• Student-led Word Study tasks

Repeated reads with partners

• Complete Level 4

Progress Monitoring • Internal
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MLSS • Multi-layered Systems of Support

Erin Cook
Instructional Warrior

District Team

Los Alamos
Special Education
• Karla Crane
• Liz Meek

School Team
Principal
Teachers
Paraprofessionals
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data EOY

Avg pretest 
data BOY

Group 2
Afer School

170

121

Group 1 
Before School

148

127

106

84

Group 3
During School

DIBELS • Progress Monitoring

Average Gain  
(From Pretest to Posttest)

Avg  
gain:
21

Avg  
gain:
49

Avg  
gain:
22

Mountain 
Elementary Data

First year Implementation
Covid Interrupted

The Third Quest’s Parallel 
Universe

Dibels 8th Edition

Progress Monitoring • External

Time



www.corelearn.com24

The Difference It Makes • High School

“To begin with, I would like to say that this program helped me persevere 
through some of the hardest times in my life . . . In the past few months, 
I went from 100 words per minute to 130 words per minute. I know it 
doesn’t seem like much, but imagine a kid who can’t spell very well 
and who can’t read very well being able to spell better and read faster.

It’s the best feeling ever.”

—Special Education Student, High School
New Mexico
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Go to thethirdquest.com
Request a program sampler 
Request a Zoom meeting
Connect with Marilyn

TRAINING
Contact CORE
info@corelearn.com

We are cheering you and your students along.
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Learn the Science of Reading
• 7–10-week online course that teaches foundational skills and 

instructional practices based on the science of reading
• Learn to understand and recognize dyslexia and its warning signs
• Learn the structure of the English and Spanish language system
• Includes the Teaching Reading Sourcebook and Assessing 

Reading: Multiple Measures textbooks
• Available for graduate credit

www.corelearn.com/online-elementary-reading-academy
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Questions?

Get in Touch with CORE!
info@corelearn.com
888.249.6155

Consortium on Reaching Excellence in Education                           @COREInc
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Upcoming Webinars

January 18, 4:00 p.m. ET
Leveraging MTSS to Support Older Striving Readers

February 1, 4:00 p.m. ET
Beware: The Science of Reading Does Include Comprehension!

Register at www.corelearn.com/2022-23-webinars
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Upcoming Webinars

February 1, 4:00 p.m. ET
Beware: The Science of Reading Does Include Comprehension!

March 15, 4:00 p.m. ET
Supporting Collaborative Learning in Elementary Math 
Classrooms

Register at www.corelearn.com/2022-23-webinars


